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THE CLAIMS; 



1 . (currently amended): In a computer system having a graphical user interface 
and a user interface selection device, a method of providing and selecting from the user 
interface, comprising:! 

maintaining information about executable code; 

providing a shelUuser interface having a plurality of pages , wherein the plurality of 
pages are arranged in a hterarchy. and wherein each page of the plurality of pages that is 
lower in the hierarchy is reachable through at least one other page of the plurality of pages 
that is higher in the hierarcny through at least one hvperlink on the other page : 

displaying on a particular page in the shell user interface, a link associated with an 
executable code according totthe information; 

receiving a signal indicktive of a selection of the link via the user interface; and 

taking action with respeat to the executable code in response to the signal. 

2. (original): The method of claim 1, wherein the link is associated with a 
document produced by the executable code. 



3 . (original): The metP^od of cla 
the document in the executable code 



4. (original): The method o^ claim 2, 
file association information. 



m 2, \Wierein the actionycomprises opening 




e information comprises 
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5. (original): I The method of claim 2, wherein taking action comprises 
launching the executable code and opening the document in the executable code. 

6. (original): \ The method of claim 1, wherein the link is associated with a 
link to a web location. 

7. (original): ^The method of claim 6, wherein the link to a web location is 
displayed on the particular pa^ in accordance with a query to a remote location. 

8. (original): The method of claim 7, wherein content corresponding to the 
link to a web location is stored locally making the content available for display when the 
computer system is not connected! to the remote source. 



9. (original): The n\ethod of claim 6, wherein the executable code 
comprises network access software, dnd wherein taki^ig"a^^n comprises accessing the web 
location with the network access software. 

10. (original): The method of claim 9\ wherein the executable code 
comprises network access software, and wherein taking action comprises access^g locally- 
saved content from the web location with the, network access software whep^ connection to 
the web location is not provided. 
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11. (original): The method of claim 1, wherein the link is associated with an 
external device. 

12. (original): The method of claim 11, wherein taking action comprises 



displaying a page including settings o 

13. (original): The met 
starting operation of a task available tc 



the external device. 

lod of claim 1 1, wherein taking action comprises 
an application program. 



14. (original): The method of claim 1, wherein taking action comprises 
starting operation of a task available to Ian application program. 

15. (original): The method of claim 1, wherein the shell user interface 
comprises a first page and a second page,\and further comprising 



displaying on the first page a link associated with th 
in response to a signal via the user interface indicati 
associated with the second page, displaying the second paj 



16. (original): A computer-readable medium \jiaving computer-executable 
instructions for performing the method recited in^claim 15. 




^ page; 

ection of the link 



17. (original): A computer-readable medium having\omputer-executab} 
instructions for performing the method recited in claim\ 



\ 
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18. (airrently amended): In a computer system having a graphical user interface 
and a user interface selection device, a method of providing and selecting from the user 
interface, comprising: 

maintaining information about executable code; 
displaying a first page comprising: 

a first link associated with a second page; and 
a secon)^ link associated with a first executable code according to the 
information; 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the first link via the user interface, 
displaying the second page^ and 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the second link via the user 
interface, taking action with respect to the first executable code , wherein the first and the 
second page are part of a shell user interface having a pluralitv of pages arranged in a 
hierarchy, and wherein each page\of the plurality of pages that is lower in the hierarchy is 
reachable through at least one othen page of the plurality of pages that is higher in the 
hierarchy through at least one link oA the other page . 



19. (original): The method of claim 18, fijrther comprising: 

displaying on the second page a thfrd link associated with a third page and a fourth 

link associated with a second executable coae according to information in the database; 
in response to a signal indicative of a sJ^lection of the third link via the user 

interface, displaying the third page; and 
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in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the fourth link via the user 
interface, taking action with respect to the second executable code. 

20. (original): A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the method recited in claim 18. 

2 1 . (original): \ In a computer system having a graphical user interface and a 
user interface selection device\ a method of providing and selecting from the user interface, 
comprising: 

displaying a link on a firsApage, the link being associated with a task that is 
available in an application program\^ 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the link via the user interface, 
taking action with respect to the task. 

22. (original): The method of claim 21, wherein taking action comprises 
starting operation of the task. 

23 . (original): The method of clairiri 2 1 , wherein taking action comprises 
opening a second page directed to the task. 



24. (original): The method of claim 23, mrther comprising: 
displaying a link on the second page, the link on the second page being associated 
with the task; and \ 
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in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the link on the second page via the 
user interface, starting operation of the task. 

25. (original): \ The method of claim 21, fixrther comprising: 

displaying a plurality of links on a first page, each of the links being associated with 
a different task for the applicatran program; and 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of one of the links via the user 
interface, taking action with respect to the task associated with the link. 

26. (original): A comWer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the methodVecited in claim 21 . 

27. (original): In a computer system having a graphical user interface and a 
user interface selection device, a method of providing and selecting fi^om the user interface, 
comprising: \ 

maintaining information about tasks that are available for a plurality of application 
programs; \ 

grouping a set of the tasks according to the information; 

displaying links to each of the tasks in the set orva first page, each of the links being 
associated with a particular task in the set; and \ 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of one\of the links via the user 
interface, taking action with respect to the task associated with the link. 
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28. (original): 1 A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing me method recited in claim 27. 

29. (currently amentied): In a computer system having a graphical user interface 
and a user interface selection deyice, a method of providing and selecting from the user 
interface, comprising: 

providing a shell user inte^ace having a plurality of pages including a first page, 
wherein the plurality of pages are arranged in a hierarchy, and wherein each page of the 
plurality of pages that is lower in th\ hierarchy is reachable through at least one other page 
of the plurality of pages that is higher^in the hierarchy through at least one hyperlink on the 
other page: 

maintaining information about links to web locations; 
maintaining information about locally-stored files; 

displaying on a the first page, according to the information about the locally-stored 
files, a file link for each of the locally-storee files; 

displaying on the first page, according\to the information about the links to web 



locations, a web link for each of the links to web locations; and 

\ 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of one of the file links via the user 
interface, taking action with respect to the locally-sjored file associated with the file link; 
and 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection bf one of the web links via the user 
interface, taking action with respect to the web location\ssociated with the web link. 
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30. (original):\ The method of claim 29, wherein the file links are grouped 
together on the first page. 

3 1 . (original): ^^^e method of claim 29, wherein the web links are grouped 
together on the first page. 

32. (original): Thelmethod of claim 29, wherein the locally-stored file 
associated with the file link comprises executable code. 

33. (original): The meihod of claim 32, wherein taking action with respect 
to the locally-stored file associated wi^ the file link comprises launching an instance of the 
executable code. 

34. (original): The method of claim 32, wherein taking action with respect 
to the locally-stored file associated with the fije link comprises displaying an already- 
opened instance of the executable code. 

35. (original): The method of claim\29, wherein the locally-stored file 
associated with the file link comprises a document. 



36. (original): The method of claim 35, wherein taking action with respect 
to the locally-stored file associated with the file link comprises displaying the document. 
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37. (original): \ The method of claim 29, further comprising: 
maintaining informatics about tasks that are available from at least one application 

program; 

displaying on the first pa^e, a task link to each of the tasks; and 
in response to a signal indicative of a selection of one of the task links via the user 
interface, taking action with respecAto the task associated with the link. 

38. (original): The mefl|iod of claim 37, wherein the task links are grouped 
together on the first page. 

39. (original): A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the method recited in claim 37, 

40. (original): The method oflclaim 37, wherein taking action with respect 
to the task comprises starting operation of theVask. 

41. (original): The method of claim 37, wherein taking action with respect 
to the task comprises opening a task page directed to the task. 



42, (original): The method of claim 29, fiirther comprising: 
maintaining information about a task that is available from an application program; 
displaying, according to the information about the task, a task link on the first page, 
the task link being associated with the task; and 
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in response to a signal indicative of selection of the task link and a file link via the 
user interface, taking action with respect to the task on the file associated with the file link. 

43. (original): \The method of claim 42, wherein taking action comprises 
starting operation of the task. 

44. (original): Th^method of claim 42, wherein taking action comprises 
opening a task page directed to the task. 

45. (original): A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the method recited in claim 42. 

46. (original): A computer4readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the method recited in claim 29. 



47. (Currently Amended): In a computer system having a graphical user interface 
and a user interface selection device, a method of providing and selecting fi"om the user 



interface, comprising: 



\ 



maintaining information about executable code; 



\ 



maintaining information about files, the inforniation including at least one item of 
information about each file; 

displaying on a first page, a tile having a item task link and at least one file link, the 
file link being associated with a particular item of informa\on about a file, and the kern 



12 



In re Application of MATTHEWS et al. 
Serial No. 09/503,137 



y 



task link being asspciated with at least one executable code according to the information 
about executable codes; 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the file link via the user interface, 
taking action with respect to the executable code associated with the file that is associated 
with the file link; anc 

in response to |a signal indicative of a selection of the item link via the user 
interface, taking action with respect to item associated with the item link. 

48 (original}: The method of claim 47, wherein the file comprises a 
document. 

49 (original): \ The method of claim 47, wherein the file comprises a link to 
a web location. 

50 (original): \ The method of claim 47, wherein the file comprises a 



5 1 . (canceled) 




52. (J^ginal): The method of claim 47, wherein the tile comprises a 
/lurality of item liVks, each of the item links being associated with a particular item of 
/ information about tn^ file, and further comprising: in response to a signal indicative of a 
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selection of one of tne item links via the user interface, taking action with respect to item 
associated with the selected item link. 



53-55 (withdrawn) 




56\ (original): In a computer system having a graphical user interface and a 
iiser interfaop selection device, a method of providing a menu on the user interface, 
comprising: 

providihg a shell user interface that enables the display of one or more pages; 
making an option available while displaying each of a plurality of pages, the option 
being associated with a file system comprising a plurality of favorites folders; 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the option when a first page is 
displayed in the shell user interface, writing information about the first page into a selected 
one of the favorites rolders: 

displaying on a second page a link to the first page according to the information in 
the one favorites folden and 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the link via the user interface, 
displaying the first page. 



57-58 (withdrawn) 
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^ y 5^. (original): In a computer system having a graphical user interface and a 
ser interface selection device, a method of providing and selecting from the user interface, 
comprising: 

maintaining information about executable code; 

providing a shell user interface having a plurality of pages; 

displaying on a particular page in the shell user interface, a link associated with an 
executable code according to the information; 

receiving a signal indicative of a selection of the link via the user interface; 

taking action with respect to the executable code in response to the signal; and 

in response to the executable code taking action with respect to a file, associating 
information about the particular page with the file. 

60. (original): The r^ethod of claim 59, wherein the file comprises a 
document. 

61 . (original): The method^ of claim 60, wherein taking action comprises 
opening the document. 

62. (original): The method of cl^im 60, wherein taking action comprises 
creating the document. 



63. (original): The method of claim 60^ wherein taking action comprises 
using the document as a target. 
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64. (onginal): The method of claim 59, wherein associating information 
comprises associating metadata with the document. 

65. (original): The method of claim 59, further comprising: 

displaying on another page in the shell user interface, a link associated with the file 
according to the information about the particular page; 

receiving a signal indicative via the user interface of a selection of the link 
associated with the file; 

taking action with resdect to the file in response to the signal. 

66. (original): The method of claim 59, wherein the file comprises a 
document, and taking action with Vespect to the file comprises displaying the file. 

67. (original): A conmuter-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the methon recited in claim 65. 

68. (Currently Amended): \ In a computer system having a graphical user 
interface and a user interface selection device, a method of providing and selecting fi-om the 
user interface, comprising: 

maintaining information about associations between files and executable code; 
providing a shell user interface having\a plurality of pages , wherein the plurality of 
pages are arranged in a hierarchy, and wherein each page of the plurality of pages that is 
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lower in the hierarchy ris reachable through at least one other page of the plurality of pages 
that is higher in the hierarchy through at least one hyperlink on the other page : 

maintaining informa^on about associations between pages of the shell user interface 
and executable code; 

displaying on a particula^age in the shell user interface, a link associated with a 
file according to the file association information and the information about association 
between pages of the shell user interface and the executable code; 

receiving a signal indicative of avselection of the link via the user interface; and 
taking action with respect the file in response to the signal 

69-71 (withdrawn) 
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